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AHAN Meeting Agenda

March 21, 2007

1:30 p.m. @ 235 Pinnacle St. Belleville, Ontario

Committee Room 3 A & B
Meeting Chair: Patty Park- Advocacy Committee

Special Presentation:  Learnings from the Experiences of Homegrown Homes
John Martyn, Board Member, Homegrown Homes/Peterborough Community Housing Development Corporation

Patty Park introduced our keynote speaker:

The PCHDC is a private volunteer non-profit corporation that is dedicated to making a difference in the community. Developing innovative housing models and new partnership opportunities created a national awareness of the PCHDC’s work. More than a builder of affordable housing, the PCHDC is about taking risks, seizing new opportunities, and making a difference in the community. A proven track record has earned the organization the honour of being deemed Ingenuity in Action.
John started with a review of housing projects in Peterborough (Glebe House, Antrim House, Parkhill Road, Wolfe Street, Romaine Street, Gillespie St.) Given Trillium Award for Social and Community Development..
John’s presentation was followed by a brief Question & Answer. 
1. Round Table Introductions: Agency/Individual introductions

2. Review Minutes of AHAN Meeting, January 17, 2007: Moved – Reta Sheppard  Seconded: Carol Dove
APPROVED
3. Powerpoint Presentation:  Report on Federal-Provincial Affordable Housing Agreement– Scott Robertson

Points covered:

· Background

· Housing Allowance Component

· Rental and Supportive Housing Component

· Homeownership Component

· Conclusion and Recommendations

4. AHAN Strategic Plan Update – Reta Sheppard

Accomplished

· Raise Awareness of Homeless Issue 

· Know Your Law

· Awareness Posters – seeking funding

· Bricks & Mortar – proposal re non-profit entity

· Information Sharing & Network – invitation to L&A; volunteers to do regular updating of website

· Advocacy – presentations & networking with local municipal council members

· Steering Committee – seek support of  Co-Director of Labour Community Services

Comment re: Co-ordinator/Tenant Associations – cut in 1995; no funding and inadequate support; using Loyalist College students to provide some level of support; started at 3 senior buildings in Belleville – Tenant Associations have become much more active.  Add to Advocacy Agenda

5. Community Plan Assessment – Ruth Hatton

· Ruth had members of AHAN fill out the NHI Community Plan Assessment – Community Development Survey
· Members who wish a copy of the Community Assessment Plan can request it through Patty Park at pattypark@sympatico.ca
6. AHAN Task Force Reports

Bricks and Mortar: Suzanne Lough

· Report back on Motion:  The Affordable Housing Action Network directs the Brick & Mortar Task Force to:

a) develop a proposal to create a legal entity that will build (or acquire) and administer a building or buildings for the purposes of providing affordable rental housing in Hastings County; and

 b) report back to the Network in time for the March Meeting of AHAN

Richard reported for the Committee. Requesting more time to develop proposal. Looking at different forms of legal entity. Non-profit, non-shared corporation. Like Peterborough model. Will need Board members. Individuals/organizations may wish to consider. Martyn is identified as a key figure. We need an equivalent type individual to move the agenda forward.

Information Sharing: Rahno Godfrey

· Thanks to volunteers for website updates. Minutes can be forwarded to Tom/Derek.
· Welcome packages for new members

· Identified new members to invite

· Talked about preparing for National Housing Day

· Looking to complete invitation to Lennox/Addington
Advocacy – Gina Cockburn

· Vital Services Bylaw Update – Advocacy Task Froce will be moving on this. Municipal Election Forum got this initiative rolling. Working closely with the County on this. Draft Services Bylaw ready to go to County Social Services Committee next month. Also planning to go some of the municipalities as well. Bylaw must be passed by each Council. County will do the administrative part. 
· CHRA Teleforum on Housing First – registration form included in agenda package. Let Gina know if you would like to participate in Teleforum. Clinic will host. Email Gina if interested in participating.
7. Emergency Service Providers – Nancy Smith

· There is a small group that meets monthly. Discuss situations about chronic homeless individuals

· Warm Room run by Salvation Army – Nov 15 – March 15 – 6010 meals; 3467 people; 

· 314 emergencies handled to date; homeless or at risk of being homeless (gas disconnect, eviction) since Jan 1, 2007;

· Our House has a dedicated youth bed; on a trial basis for 3 months;

· Report on Homelessness on the National this evening;

· Hastings County is pleased to hear that Rent Bank funding is available again this year. Funding for low-income earners. Not for ODSP/OW. Must be 2 mos behind in rent to be eligible; $139,000 allocation for this year. Assisted 112 low-income earners at roughly $800 each 
8. Regional Report 

· We will keep this as a standing item
9. Other Business

· Call Legal Centre re Tenant Association
10.   Motion to Adjourn

Next Meeting:  

June 20, 2007

1:30pm

Responsible for Agenda: Information Sharing Committee




�





�





AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTION NETWORK








