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AHAN Meeting Agenda

September 19, 2007

1:30 p.m. @ Federation House, 114 Victoria Avenue. Belleville, Ontario

Meeting Chair: Reta Sheppard – Bricks and Mortar
Round Table Introductions: 10 minutes
Participants at AHAN were asked to identify themselves and their respective agencies/municipality/responsibilities for housing.

Review AHAN Meeting Minutes: 5 minutes

MOVED BY: Carmela Ruberto  Seconded by: Gina Cockburn that we approve the Minutes as circulated.
Tom Johnston, Hastings County Housing Branch- Rental Supplements–: 5 minutes

· Tom reviewed the two programs providing assistance to low income tenants in Hastings County who are currently paying market rent:  1. The first program pays up to $210 per month to cover rent for the unit the tenant is currently residing in. There is a waiting list.  2. The second program provides up to $210 per month to help pay for a new unit the tenant will be moving into. 
All-Together Affordable Housing Corporation (ATAHC)–Richard Ferriss, Community Legal and Advocacy Centre: 15 minutes

· Richard presented an overview of ATAHC, a non profit charitable corporation whose objectives are to build and/or obtain affordable rental units for low income individuals and families. (A PDF file of the power-point presentation was circulated with the Minutes)
Dedicated Housing Service–Janet Evans, Mental Health Services: 15 minutes

· Janet presented an overview of a dedicated housing proposal developed by Mental Health Services in co-ordination with other community service providers. (A PDF file of the power-point presentation was circulated with the Minutes). A question and answer session followed the presentation. 
Refreshment Break: 15 minutes
AHAN Task Force Updates: 15 minutes

· Bricks and Mortar: Richard Ferriss
- Richard emphasized the need to identify and share the tasks for getting All-Together Affordable Housing Corporation up and running.

· Network and Information Sharing: Carmela Ruberto
- Carmela highlighted the November 22 National Housing Day Community Forum: “Cycles of Homelessness”: understanding eviction prevention and its relationship to Homelessness with Keynote Speaker Michel Frojmovic, Director of Acacia Consulting and Research in Ottawa and Study Leader of the Federal Report on cycles of homelessness. Special guests will also include Hastings County Community Service Supervisor, Michelle Ogden and Loyalist College placement students who have established a partnership as a result of last year’s AHAN National Housing Day. The Forum will take place on Thursday, November 22 at the Royal Canadian Legion, Belleville. 
· Advocacy: Gina Cockburn
- Gina indicated that her Task Fore would be assisting ATAHC with a number of tasks related to the mandate of the Task Force.

UPDATES: 15 minutes

Vital Services Bylaw: Gina Cockburn
· The bylaw is being championed by the former mayor of Deseronto. Deseronto has approved the bylaw; Belleville and Quinte West have tabled the proposal.

National Child Benefit & Ontario Needs a Raise: Jessica Michael
· In July 2008 the Ontario Child Benefit will be a monthly payment. The amount a family will receive is dependent on family income and number of children. To be eligible for these benefits, families must have registered their children for the Canada Child Tax Benefit and filed a 2006 income tax return.
· Jessica also highlighted the campaign by the Ontario Coalition for Social Justice to raise social assistance rates and the minimum wage.
Community Plan  – Carmela Ruberto

· The assessment is complete and we are working on the Community Plan Update
· Carmela also highlighted the National Homelessness Initiative and the major priorities for funding under this federal initiative.
· Ruth Hatton has identified a number of target priorities. The project has a September 30 completion date.
Information on Trenval Funding – Carmela Ruberto
· Vanessa Rollins has been hired through Trenval funding. Her responsibilities will be shared between Our House (Diane Poirier), where she will assist clients to access services and AHAN, where she will work with a number of our Task Forces.
Wrap Up
· Three Oaks is presenting a local housing forum as part of its AGM, November 14th, Quinte West Public Library, Trenton. The panel discussion will focus on “What’s New” in affordable housing. The Foundation business meeting follows at 1:15pm.
Next meeting: TBA
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