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Affordable Housing Action Network Agenda

MARCH 23, 2011
2 - 4 p.m. @  235 PINNACLE STREET, COMMITTEE ROOM 3RD FLOOR
Meeting Chair: Gina/Carmela
EMERGING ISSUES – HOUSING, HOMELESSNES AND POVERTY

ANNUAL UPDATE

Tracey Logan will report at 2:30pm.

2-2:10 Round Table Introductions:  
Matt Richardson and Rosemary Rooke (new)
2:10-2:30 Healthy Smiles for Life program review – Cathy Anderson; Health Unit
· A poverty-related issue

· Have been going around to different agencies

· Radio ad currently playing; clients hearing about the initiative through media, particularly radio

· 2007 Province allocated $135M for oral health over 3 years

· Phase I $10M CINOT expansion – Children in Need; included 17 year olds and under

· Phase 2 – business proposals from health units

· Funding approved for families of low-income

· Develop sustainable models of care

· Increase community capacity

· Freedom of choice of provider

· Private dentists and oral hygienists recognized as primary providers of care

· Fee-for-service

· Collaboration with local CHC’c for construction of new dental clinics

· CHC’s will accept Ontario works families as clients

· Just launched this past fall

· Eligibility: children aged 17 and under; family adjusted net income of $20,000 or less; no access to any form of dental coverage; Ontario resident
· Information available through call centre and website

· Eligible children issued ID card

· ID card renewed annually during eligibility card

· Enrolment is for 3 years after which re-application is required

· Responsibility of health unit

· Closely aligned with Ontario works program; fillings, extractions, 

· Emergency Treatment is covered under CINOT

· CINOT requires only demonstrated financial hardship under emergency treatment

· May attend own dentist or hygienist as long as it is accepted with dentist/hygienist

Questions?

Form B – limited documentation for 17 years old not living at home; give them at least one year of eligibility

If you change jurisdiction, you must re-apply!
Only 42 children currently covered; funding allows for about 1000 children to be covered.

Some confusion re: adjusted net income; use Canada Revenue net income calculation;

Useful to rural communities
2:30 – 2:35 Community Report – Bob requests events and updates electronically for report; asking for information from 2010; a reminder email will be sent out; we expect to have the report ready by June 2011. 
2:35 – 2:50 2010 AHAN Review of Strategic Plan Report 2010
· Gina reviewed the work of the two task forces: advocacy and information sharing

· Each of the task forces has reported to the Steering Committee

· Report will be emailed early

· Two ad hoc committees: municipal election presentations; Belleville Community Plan (January 2011)

· Advocacy focused on some political strategies; lobby and inform our local politicians; a lobby to Federal politicians around Bill 304; likely to slip away as a result of the election; postcard sent out to politicians; used as a tool to remind provincial politicians as well; provincial housing consultation strategy; took part in fact-finding; made submission to Ministry; strategy was released with little fanfare; issued a press release when strategy came out; not picked up by local papers; organized 4 different events with municipal candidates; some more successful than others; small but interested crowd in Bancroft; Quinte West had a good crowd out; Belleville’s event conflicted with another event; 
2:50 – 3:00 
· Invitational Reports
· Reports back from members
· Canadian Mental Health (S.S) – Sandie reported that CMHA will be assuming the support piece at Tom’s Place. This will include support such as life skills, house management etc.
· All Together Affordable (B.C) 
3:00 – 3:15 Break – Timeline update – Gina indicated that during break time people could update the timeline. The timeline is from Community Advocacy & Legal Centre but continues to be used for the community to update events that have occurred surrounding housing and poverty related issues. 
 3:15 – 3:30
AHAN Task Force updates: 

· Presentation of 2011 strategic plan for each task force – This will be presented at the next AHAN meeting. 
· Community Plan – Belleville, 2011 January 18 event and report submitted to Service Canada – Carmela reported that the community plan was submitted to Service Canada in January. She is waiting on confirmation that it has been approved and it will be placed on the AHAN website. 
· AHAN Email communications guideline and criteria (attach to agenda) –The Information Network Committee developed a guideline for AHAN members to help them understand what can be distributed to the AHAN email listing. We are trying to prevent too much information from being sent out that may not be related to the mission and values of AHAN. The guideline will be posted on the AHAN website. 
· Survey – Facebook – Samantha distributed a survey surrounding facebook and the use of it for AHAN. She will tally the results and bring the results back to the Information Network Committee for discussion. 
3:40 – 3:45 Update on Emergency Housing
· Tracey Logan – emergency shelter discussions – Tracey reported that a larger group of individuals from various organizations in the community have met a few times to discuss what supports they could provide if a shelter were to exist. 
· Nancy Smith, Reta Sheppard – Reta reported that the Hastings Housing Resource Centre has seen over 800 households in the past 2.5 months. Mostly singles. 96% are homeless. 
· Bedbug – Bite Back – Sandie – Held on February 23rd. Well attended. 
3:45 – 3:50 - Hoarding working group –May 27 event with Elaine Birchall Part 2 - Samantha H. Registration will be required for this workshop. Cost is $25.00. Contact Sandie Sidsworth at CMHA for registration. 
3:50 – 4:00 what’s happening at your agency, anything new to report? Roundtables took place. 
4:00
Questions, discussion, items added to agenda, other matters, wrap up 

· Garnet Thompson noted that if anyone required space for meetings they could contact him at Quinte Gardens. 613-920-3642. 
MEETING DATES FOR 2010:

· Wednesday May 18th, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm, County Administration Building, 3rd floor Committee Rooms 3A&B

· Wednesday September 15th, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm, County Administration Building, 3rd floor Committee Rooms 3A&B

· Thursday November 17 th National Housing Day, Time and location to be announced.
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