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Affordable Housing Action Network Agenda

May 21, 2008
1:30 p.m. @ Federation House, Belleville
Meeting Chair: Rahno Godfrey
Slide Show: running in background; prepared by Carmela Ruberto and Tom Johnston
Round Table Introductions

· Members introduced themselves
Review AHAN Meeting Minutes
GUEST – Dana Milne – Poverty Reduction Strategy: 30 minutes
· Worker with Income Security Advocacy Group

· Works closely with low-income groups and clinics

· Initiate campaigns to increase minimum wage, benefits, etc.

· Materials available for distribution

· Ontario Government committed to Poverty Reduction Strategy

· Specific Timelines and targets

· Appears to be something a lot more governments are looking at: U.K. and Ireland (very successful)

· Quebec passed a law in 2002 to reduce poverty; strong push for a good plan; tied social assistance rate to cost of living; tax benefits; child care benefits; Nfld and Labrador have promised to be the provinces with the lowest poverty rate in Canada; 

· Dates have still have to be set for a number of communities for consultations; by invitation only

· Groups are not getting a lot of lead-time

· Disappointed; focus appears to be on organizations rather than with low-income individuals themselves

· All MPP’s have been asked to hold their own consultations; groups being encouraged to request MPP’s to organize a consultation or organize their own consultation group

· Answering questions that government has posted on their website; government is also taking written submissions;

· Talk about the kind of organizing that is happening: Dana’s legal clinic is collaborating with Campaign 2000; two year project in order to build local community support; Thunder Bay , Sault Ste Marie, Ottawa and Windsor

· Youth, Single Moms, Racialized Communities, 

· Hands-on interactive workshop

· Info can be downloaded from website; train-the-trainer workshops

· Make Your Voices Heard on Poverty Reduction

· Reduce poverty by 25% in next five years; eliminate poverty within a generation; 

· Network for Poverty Reduction has established a founding declaration: www.25-in-5.ca
· Network is also working on a lobby kit: sample letter to MPP, etc. Hope to have it out soon; 

· Suggest we connect with Social Planning Network in Belleville i.e. CDC

· List of all the websites also distributed among materials

· Poverty Watch Ontario: designed for communities to share information; list upcoming events; more like a blog than a website

· Racialization of poverty

· ODSP Action Coalition: lobby kit with specific demands

· New Child Benefit being introduced in July: social assistance rates being dropped; will still come out ahead but winter allowance and clothing eliminated; asked to point this out
· Real push to help individuals on OW and ODSP

· A single focus on jobs will not be useful

· Two year strategy: consultations are only a starting point; October 17 for the Eradication of Poverty; government is attempting to lower expectations when we should be ratcheting it up; 

· FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.incomesecurity.org
www.campaign2000.ca
http://www.campaign2000.ca/index.html (also part of the Campaign 2000 website, this section includes reports, discussion papers and suggestions for actions you can take to lobby government to end child and family poverty)

www.25in5.ca
www.povertywatchontario.ca
May 27, Belleville Library, Poverty Reduction
Introduction of the Community Report: 10 Minutes
· Bob Cottrell reported on the Report: Our Community Our Home. Copies of the report were distributed.
Update on Homeless Shelters
· Reta provided us with an update on the shelter run by Jodie Jenkins;
· There is going to be fundraiser for the shelter which hopes to open again in October
Discussion of new agenda Items: Invitational Reports
· Hastings County Housing – Michelle Ogden


1100 on the waitlist; 415 singles on the waitlist; 4-5 years wait for singles; seniors 
is about 6 months; families is about two years; update on subsidy program; 
waiting for applications for Home Ownership Assistance Program; DOOR 
program – moving through waitlist; ROOF has been re-launched; only had 83 
applicants through the County; criteria may be too narrow; pilot project being 
launched in Trenton; partnered up with Mental Health Services; supportive 
housing; summer day programs being run in social housing neighbourhoods and 
being expanded (Belleville and Quinte West bring their own programs)
· Mental Health Services – Derek


Update on Housing proposal: doing a community capacity assessment; 

Refreshment Break: 15 minutes

AHAN Task Force updates: 15 minutes – CALL FOR MEMBERSHIP

Bricks and Mortar: Rahno
· Currently looking at Business Plan for All-Together

· Developing Bylaws

· Looking for letters of support

· Making pamphlets and website

· Looking for Board Members at October AGM

· Next Meeting: May 30, Federation House

Network and Information Sharing:  Pam Murphy
· Mailing List for AHAN: experiencing some difficulties; 

· Will be updating website

· Powerpoint presentation has been revised; accessible on the website

· National Housing Day in November: Panel on Poverty

· Next Meeting: June 3, 2:30pm

Advocacy: Gina Cockburn
· Annual Report is the basic work of Advocacy

· Still looking for a few more members

Update on the Vital Services Bylaw: Gina Cockburn
· Carmela and Gina have been on the road: Stirling-Rawdon, Bancroft, and Tweed
· Stirling has decided not to act on it; Bancroft passed the Bylaw; Belleville and Deseronto currently have it; Quinte West has been a challenge
Update on the Homelessness Partnering Strategy
· Reta let the group know that the RFP should be out by May 30. June 23 is the closing date; CAB will make a decision by middle of July
Update on Emergency Housing: Nancy Smith & Reta Sheppard
· First Quarter – stats up for homeless or at risk of homelessness – over 1600 people listed on-line in the 1st quarter;
· Averaging about 120 homeless a month; seeing an increase in violence against women and women; lots of hydro and oil disconnects; $2-3,000 in arrears; minimum drop $500; regular families are beginning to feel the pinch as well; Nancy also related a number of stories dealing with the flood and homeless families; phenomenal community support;
Wrap-Up: Rahno

· 10 Basic Things Poor People Do Without (from Bafflegab)

Next meeting: 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 1:30 – 3:30, County Administration Building
Thursday, November 20, 2008, National Housing Day, Location TBA
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