Bricks and Mortar Meeting

Jan 05, 2006

HHRC
New members present so everyone introduces themselves and gave a short description of their involvement with AHAN.

Action:

Scott: will do a draft of what breakdown can be done for the 60 rent allowance units to send out to AHAN members.  Any input from other members will have to be forwarded to Scott no later than January 31st .

:-to assist Habitat in making connections in Deseronto and Bancroft with the councilmen there who are willing 

Nancy:-investigate options for placement of youth 16-17 that are homeless

Karel:-to send what information he has for contact people on base.

Joan:-to obtain copy of “CONTACT” base newsletter

Vanessa and Joan:-to work on a workplan for this group

Scott-60 units for housing allowances similar to the rent supplement program.  This is a 5-year program.  If someone does not need the full 5-year assistance the funds can be transferred to another person or family.


-up to $230 can be used per person or family to subsidize their rent.


-would like input from everyone as to where they feel it would be most viable to have subsidized living and if we need to focus on a particular group


-it is a requirement that 10% (6 units) be set aside for victims of domestic violence that come from a shelter funded by the Ministry of Health.  The other requirement is that they must fall within a certain income level. (below the poverty line)


-according to reports that have been done in the past, our greatest need is for single adults who are not seniors.


-these same reports indicate the greatest need in Belleville, Quinte West (Trenton) and Bancroft.


-the application for this funding needs to be in by March 31st, 2006 so any other contributions made by the group has to be forwarded to me no later than the end of January.


40 units to build or renovate. There will be 2.8 million available but we have not been told how to access it as of yet.  The municipality is expected to lower the tax rate for these new builds.

Reta:-need for family housing in Madoc

       -there is a lack of availability of place to rent in Bancroft

       -over half of our clients are singles between the ages of 22 to 45.

Patricia-177 singles on waiting list

-single adults not seniors longest waiting time 4-5 years

-sometimes the waiting list in Bancroft is small simply because we do not have a lot of units there and people do not move out quickly.  In four years we have had one opening.

Gina-maybe instead of focusing on the rent allowances in Bancroft where there is little availability it would be more sensible to build there to increase the availability of rental units.

Habitat for Humanity
-they hold the mortgage

-require 500 hours of sweat equity

-no down payment required

-there are 2 mortgages-the 2nd one is forgivable the 1st one is paid back about 70% of the market value of the house as long as they live in the house for a predetermined amount of time and do not attempt to sell it.

-there are 8 houses in the area

-moving away from single detached, as they are not as economically viable as other options.

-difficulty finding organizational volunteers and building overseers.

-25% of the family’s income is put towards the mortgage.  This includes heat and other costs.  Most people have it paid off in 25 years although we have had to extend some mortgages to 40 years.

-no formal partners

-there is a small market in this area especially for the trades so it is difficult to ask for 100% volunteer input.  We do have to pay some workers.

-all the municipalities have said we will get no more free land.-this also increases our costs

-easier to date to build than to renovate

-opening a “re” store-We have a building centre that is willing to support this endeavor by supplying us with out of date items, returns, etc.  All funds will go to supporting Habitat for Humanity.  We are hoping to open the store this August.

-ultimate goal of Habitat is to do at least one build once a year.

-willing to do presentations on what Habitat of Humanity is to any group

***Enabling mechanisms from municipality-zoning by laws and the expense of putting in services eg water, sewer, 

Nancy:-2005-1,175 homeless people seen

Emergency-only deals with people not on OW as they are dealt with seperately (by their caseworker)

Youth and homeless-looking for families who might be willing to take people in on a short-term emergency basis

No where to put 16-17 year olds in this area-motels will not take them

There is rent bank for 2006 and emergency energy money till the end of March

Warm room open from 6 to 10 nightly-between 10-20 people nightly

Inn from the cold-open  from Jan 16th til end of Feb (Deliver to shut ins)

Four families over the course of the year who were dealing with foreclosure

Patricia:-total 842 people on waiting list


Special priority 16 (victims of violence)


Urgent homeless 21


Singles 177


-seeing more evictions for non payment of rent.


-factories are laying off people-families experiencing financial loss and unexpected bankruptcies
Have to list homes as “Power of Sale” and sometimes you can get good deals.

City of Belleville lists its properties on its website

Julie and Theresa-there are barriers to moving into a place and being independent.  Sometimes your family or support network does not think you are capable so they discourage you.  There are not a lot of rental places that take disabilities into account when building.  People get evicted because they have a mental illness.

There is some confusion about the purpose of the Bricks and Mortar and the things they can do to develop more housing.  Karel suggests working on terms of reference, a workplan.  

NEXT MEETING THURSDAY FEB 16th at 2 o’clock at HHRC (Hastings Housing Resource Centre on Front Street)

