INFORMATION SHARING

January 24, 2006

Three Oaks

Welcome and introductions.  Rahno unable to attend. Cathy M. Chairing.

Three new members, Julie Hay, Theresa Sommerton and Derek McGeachy.  Julie and Theresa belong to “Quinte Family Support Network”. They are willing to participate in workshops.

Minutes from last meeting accepted.

Action:

Rahno: To send out agenda prior to meeting so people can add items if necessary

Book room at Three Oaks for next meeting (Feb 21st-2:30)

Joan:  To ensure that all members have an up to date email list of Information Sharing membership.  

To email Carmela to obtain the information regarding the Rent Bank

Vanessa: email time-line to Cathy for possible use on display board. Should read: email photos related to homelessness/precariously housed ex. those taken of community time line from AHAN meeting, those obtained from photo-essay etc. 
Joan/Vanessa: To present the issue of donations to the HWG.  Various organizations or individuals might like to donate to local homeless initiatives but do not know where/who to donate the funds to.  Ex.  A local Church had $1000.00 to donate to such an initiative but no real direction. 

Everyone (Group): Review the tenant and landlord packages and determine if they can be condensed more.  Send ideas via email to Joan or Vanessa to co ordinate.
Email Joan or Vanessa ideas for the homelessness maze such as service locations to include, identities/scenarios for participants to assume, twists/complications to make the maze more applicable to our community/challenging. 

Derek/Kathy: Review the tenant and landlord packages they have developed, compare to the ones being compiled by the group and determine if group packages are missing information.  Note one thing that could be added to the Landlord package is a listing of web sites and 1-800 numbers they can access for help.

Cathy: Next meeting another draft of the next meeting. Should read: provide an updated draft of the display board updated with suggestions/corrections from meeting.
Pamphlets:

There have been 200 printed, with a few errors.  They will be corrected before the next printing.  Bring to AHAN meeting so they can be distributed to member/partner agencies.  This printing is a trial run to see how useful they are.  With another printing we should consider making them more accessible to people with differing needs ex. Braille, French, Spanish, etc.  May be no funding to print more, maybe members of AHAN would help with the cost of another printing.
Display Board:  

Draft done but one section is too wordy, needs to be edited.

Conclusion:  After reviewing the draft and the pamphlet, it was decided that Cathy change the set up of the wordy section to reflect the pamphlet and the quotes would be used as balloons throughout the board.  She will bring a draft to the next meeting.  Any pictures of graphics we have that are relevant we can email to Cathy for possible use.  Cathy to use creativity to set up board.  Board will be covered in felt, text and graphics/photo’s/quotes will be on laminated sheets so able to adjust the look of the board.

Conflict Resolution:

Would like to conduct a workshop called “Practical Solutions” to address landlord & tenant reasons for conflict and eviction as a means for intervention or prevention of these problems before they arise

Tenant/Landlord Packages:

Lack: materials regarding Conflict Resolution and the Rent Bank.  Packages too large, try to develop quick fact or information sheets ex. Landlord/tenant responsibilities.  (Use “Beyond the Key to the Front Door” booklet as a resource)

To make the packages more specific for local use: include the phone numbers of Community Legal and Advocacy Centre and ORT.  These packages could be distributed through a variety of ways including workshops with landlords, the Landlord Assoc., HHRC, etc

Homelessness Maze (will decide on another name):

The maze is an activity that will enhance the awareness of others in relation to AHAN, the housing/homelessness crises in Hastings County and the challenges/inadequacies that exist in Belleville’s service providing sector for those accessing them. Commitment from info sharing members is required for setting up, supervising and tearing down various maze stations in the community. A date for the maze is yet to be determined however the target is early March.

Future info sharing project suggestions:

The concern was expressed that many services in Belleville have out of date or incomplete information listed ex not including phone numbers or hours of operation for those accessing services.  It was suggested info sharing could assume the responsibility of finding a solution to this problem in the community.
NEXT MEETING FEB 21

2:30

Three Oaks
