The AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTION NETWORK TAKES ACTION ON NATIONAL HOUSING STRATEGY DAY

On November 19th over 65 individuals representing various organizations and community programs attended the Affordable Housing Action Network’s annual forum that was held at East Minster United Church in Belleville. 

 Every year AHAN recognizes National Housing Day and this year the group took a different approach to the morning whereby those in attendance were asked to answer five key questions proposed by the province in their development of an affordable housing strategy. The session was interactive and provided opportunities for individuals from varying backgrounds to provide their input.  

The key to success for this day is to reach consensus with the community on the responses to the five questions listed below. “The passion for the need to create affordable housing in Hastings and Prince Edward was palpable in this room today” stated Carole Dove, Manager of Community Development, VON Hastings-Prince Edward-Northumberland Counties. 
Facilitator Patty Park, long time member of AHAN said that the morning was “community building at its best”. 

Whether you realize it or not, everyone in this community is affected directly and indirectly everyday by homelessness, precarious housing, and the lack of affordable housing in Hastings County. For this reason (amongst many others) the AHAN believes everyone should take action and be part of the movement to ensure everyone has the right to safe, secure affordable housing.  A community response is required to bring about positive, effective and efficient change in this respect.  
“Our group has participated in the Ontario Government’s Affordable Housing Strategy consultations by attending a session in Lindsay, organized by Minister Watson, and also attending a session in Belleville hosted by Leona Dombrowsky” reported Gina Cockburn, Chair of the Affordable Housing Action Network Steering Committee and lawyer for the Community Advocacy and Legal Clinic. “Today was an opportunity to hear what our community wanted to say”. 
The five questions listed below were addressed and AHAN will submit a written response to the province.  

1)What specific roles should each of the housing partners play in the delivery of  affordable housing?

 

2)What changes are needed to our housing programs to better use resources and improve access to affordable housing? Changes could include modifications to the Affordable Housing Program or the simplification of housing and homelessness programs.

 

3)What changes are required to the Social Housing Reform Act, 2000 to reduce the regulatory burden and improve the management of social housing?

 

4)What creative new ideas could improve the current housing system? This could include new planning tools, innovative financial options and new green technologies.

 

5)What should be used as the housing indicator for Ontario's Poverty Reduction Strategy? In this context, what do terms like affordable, adequate and suitable housing mean to you?

AHAN was pleased to see that local politicians attended and participated in the event. Councillor Garnet Thompson and Councillor Pat Culhane represented the City of Belleville, Councillor Bob Wannamaker represented the City of Quinte and West and Mayor Leo Finnegan represented Prince Edward County. 

 

The AHAN is a community group of over one hundred volunteers who represent more than 60 service providing agencies, general interest groups and self advocates committed to taking action.  The group is divided amongst four task forces: The Steering Committee, the Bricks and Mortar, Information Network and Advocacy. Together they work to research solutions and identify sources for affordable housing, present the issues to local politicians, obtain funding, meet with community agencies and consumers and plan meetings and community forums to create awareness of the affordable housing crisis in Hastings County.  The AHAN is aware of the housing needs in this area and has the capacity, ability and resources to improve affordable housing options. 

The report will be posted on AHAN’s website and submitted to the province. To obtain more information about the Affordable Housing Action Network or become a member please visit the website at: http://www.hastingshousing.com/ahan.
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