Affordable Housing Action Network
November 22, 2005

Network Committee Report

Where we have been 
This committee was 
· formed at the February 8, 2005 meeting of A Time for Action.  
· part of the Community Capacity Building Task Force Group.  
· identified networking as an important piece of the problem in solving the homelessness crisis.

Our group was led by 
· Richard Ferris

· Carole Dove
· Caroline Oostrum, 
· Laurie Baker, 
· Marilyn Jackson
·  Tom Johnston

· Reta Sheppard
· Gina Cockburn.  

Met in February and developed a plan to present at the next meeting.

· Developed  a base structure that could  act as information resource for all agencies 

· Identify agencies in the community that provide services relating to housing and how to access their services

The networking committee had to regroup when the lead of committee moved to Toronto.  The committee met in June and discussed the role in establishing a web site and to provide information on emergency shelter.
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Where we are
The next meeting established immediate goals on which to focus the committee’s energies.

1. Develop community navigation resources – on emergency housing

2. Identify existing supports and create circle of  supports for independent living 

Where we are going

Immediately

· Develop and distribute business cards and/or stickers with emergency housing information – phone numbers etc.
· Place these throughout the community in locations that are accessed  by people who have no place to sleep

Long term

· Investigate and work with the establishment of 211 phone number (211 is an emergency phone number manned 24/7.  This is being investigated for the Quinte area. )

· Link Hastings Housing Resource Centre Web site to AHAN web page

(web page is to be a source of information on resources in the community regarding food, clothing and shelter) 

Next Meeting:  December 6, 2005 
