AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTION NETWORK

ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS TASK FORCE - NETWORKING

On February 22, 2005, the Networking Subcommittee of the Advocacy and Awareness Task Force of the Affordable Housing Action Network (AHAN) met to discuss “networking”.  

The participants at Networking Subcommittee meeting were: 

Richard Ferriss

Carole Dove

Tom Johnston

Pam Murphy

Coroline Oostrum

The Networking Subcommittee developed the following proposed plan to present to the Advocacy and Awareness Task Force at its next meeting:

1. Develop a web based structure that can act as an information resource for all the agencies in the community providing services relating to housing in any way.  The web based structure should be designed in a way that will allow it to be printed out and used as a physical manual.  It should also be designed in a way that will allow each community agency to update its own information easily.  We will need funding do develop the web structure and we will also need to find an organization willing to house and maintain it (including removing inactive or defunct agencies from the web site).  

Note: Richard Ferriss met informally with a web designer after the meeting to 

discuss the feasibility of the proposed web structure and was told that such a 

structure could be created - it was recommended to him that the site be 

designed with high search capabilities and that it also be designed to 

accommodate users with low literacy skills or physical disabilities.  

2. Identify all the agencies in the community that provide services relating to housing in any way and get each of those agencies to provide a full description of the services they provide along with information on how to access those services.  This information would be fed into the web based structure.

3. Provide face-to-face training on the web based resource both to the community agencies participating and to any other institutions which are likely to come into contact with individuals who would benefit from the provision of housing related services.  The in person training will a) ensure that the community is aware of all the services available in the community and how to access them, b) help to identify gaps in service, and c) provide on opportunity to connect with “non-traditional partners” to tackle housing related issues.
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