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S fWe w111 prov1de them
fw1th a bus tlcket 7 sa1d

~Vanéssa Rollins of the Cana
dian Mental Health Assoc1a
tion in Belleville.
“They’ve been living_in a
tent .
bouncmg “around literally
from sofa to sofa,” she said, -
-at the homes of family or
friends. .« 7 .
There are about > 0 20
homeless people at arty given
“time in ‘the County, and as
‘many as 900 of: those ‘couch
surfers" who may be at risk

“tobecome homeless Ruber- .

> it
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J housmg crisis now, with no . |
sub51dlzed housmg avaﬂable

sh ‘to remain ‘here; daid

01 ‘couch surfing,’ .

Hastlngs County is the area s
d with 7,000 ten-

{Inclusw Coun
: ountmg nes ‘tl

porary housing, -

"o Need help gettmghoused?

G t :the Hastings Housmg
' 69-1748..

to said.
'She said a free bus ncket
" -will carry the homeless toa
- city where family can help
them, or to one of ‘the two |
closest homeless shelters in.
“Peterborough or Kingston.”

- ‘Officials will make sure the

““person gets to the bus sta-
tion, and will also call ahead
to the shelters to ‘make sure ,

there is room, Ruberto said.

. See ‘Forum on page 4
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e “Icleally,
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In a bid to 1mprove the home- |

less picture, a coalition of groups, -
including the ‘CMHA; under the

‘Affordable Housing Action Net-

‘work banner will hold a forum ' ;buﬂd more umt

Nov. 22 from'9 a.m."to noon at '
the Royal Canadlan"‘Leglon on:
thi

toplcs will .pe how‘ to
ion ffrom,; a‘home T

~Other rea ons fo

everyone is lookmg
’for the best tenant,” Rolhns said.
“Landlords are runmng :a busi-
| ness” and want to, understand-
ably, “protect their investment.”

As well, landlords “red flag”.

i problem tenants and word gets
‘around. If the person is on social’
assistance:or dlsabxhty, 1t can,

_spell trouble, ‘too.
“Thereisa st1gma she sa1d :
“There is'direct: payment to the
1andlorcl where the rent money
. is deducted from the government
cheque, but the rec1p1ent can can-

cel that at any time, saying he or

she will pay the landlord.

.The homeless can be those
who were hit by an unexpected
bill hke a hefty car repalr, so they
can't pay ‘the rent and are ev1cted
or are victims_of . domesnc vio-
lence and had to get out. with lit-.
tle .or:no. money;: ‘Rollins sald
They can also be those w1th mern-
tal issues. L i
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“cies could help the homeless

Hastmgs County s housmg

(programs branch has tips on " how | ‘
to get housed, in partxcular when!

dealing ‘with private landlords.!
The No. 1 tip is to prepare like it
is'a ]Ob 1nterv1ew ‘w1th neat
appearance and references.”” '%
While the housing network has
said educating people : about ser-!
vices and sharing among agen-

rent ones, addm




