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Affordable Housing Action Network (AHAN) Minutes

September 17, 2008

In attendance: Carmela Ruberto Ruth Ingersoll, Shawn Doyle, Laura Rickards, Renee Treau de Coeli, Cathy McCallum, Denika Andrews, Meagan Sisson, Tahra Treverton, Patricia Fitzgibbon, Suzanne Lough, Sandie Sidsworth, Lori Cooper, Ruth Hatton, Joanne Goodfellow, Reta Sheppard, Derek McGeachey, Tom Johnston, Pam Murphy, Shelley Haggarty, Gina Cockburn, Richard Ferris, Jessica Michael, Emma Barz, Carol MacIntyre, Leah McGee, Timbrell Meehan, Chris Alexander, Kaitti Warren, Amy Sullivan, Cory Martin, Lorrisa Blaser, Michelle Ogden, Steve Gatward, Diane Poirier

Regrets: Nancy Smith

Notetaker: Carmela Ruberto

Welcome by Pam Murphy, chair of today’s AHAN meeting. Pam introduced and thanked the Information Sharing Networking committee for hosting this meeting today. 
Roundtable introductions were made. 

Minutes from the previous AHAN meeting were presented on the AHAN website and approved. 

Quinte Access- Laura Rickards, Presenter

Laura Rickards from Quinte Access presented on the transportation service currently operating in Quinte West. This is a new system that was just launched in early September. This is a pilot project for Trenton Ward for a 6 month trial period. The system runs from 6 am. – 6 pm. Laura indicated there are future considerations such as: shortening the wait time and more routes. 

They are linked with Laid Law. 

There are 60 designated stops 8 times a day. There is a 1.5 hour wait time in between services. 

Employers and Organizations are purchasing tickets. For example, Teletech and Hastings County Social Services. A monthly invoice system is acceptable. 

16,500 pamphlets were distributed. Pamphlets were available at this presentation. 

VON, SMILE Program – Lori Cooper, Presenter

The SMILE Program was presented. Please see presentation on AHAN website: http://www.hastingshousing.com/ahan
For further information Lori can be contacted at Lori.Cooper@von.ca
Intake for the SMILE program started on August 1st. To date there are 107 people on the wait list for an assessment. Assessed 38 individuals to date. Only 3 were not appropriate. Only 5 clients chose to self manage. Transportation and housekeeping seems to be the most used service to date. Average age for the program to date is 83.7 years old. 
Anyone can refer to the program. Self referrals are also accepted. There is a 1-800 or individual can go to a SMILE Partner. Hastings County Housing Programs Branch is a SMILE partner. 
The Assessment Tool looks at “indicators of frailty” such as: age, living alone, recent falls, number of medications, number of chronic diseases. 

There are no financial restrictions (means testing) for this program. 

Task force Updates: 
Bricks and Mortar: Reta provided update. All Together Affordable Housing Corporation (ATAHC) is working on their by-laws. They will be holding an AGM by the end of the year. Currently looking for members to be on Bricks and Mortar or the ATAHC. 

Information Sharing and Networking: Pam provided update. 

The committee has scheduled presentations with the Brown Bag groups in Deseronto, Madoc and Bancroft. One has already been completed in Madoc by Jessica and Shelley.
Over the summer the mailing list was updated. We will ensure the new people here today are on the list to receive communications. 

We can post organizations events on our website. Contact members of this committee. 

Mark your calendars for November 20th National Housing Day. This years event will be held at St. Thomas Church. Focus of the morning will be on green energy and the group is just finalizing a speaker for the morning. Posters and brochures will be distributed. 

Agencies may register through Cathy McCallum to do a table top display. Information will be on materials distributed. 

Advocacy: Gina Cockburn provided update.  

Also looking for new members. Bob completed the AHAN community report and it was distributed. 

Gina and Carmela finished their presentations to Municipalities regarding vital services. The County has taken on the administration of the by-law. Five municipalities have signed the by-law (Town of Bancroft, Town of Deseronto, City of Belleville, Municipality of  Marmora and Lake and Municipality of Centre Hastings).

Homeless Partnering Strategy Update: Canadian Mental Health Association – Diane Poirier, Presenter

In June 2008, Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) applied for the HPS funds for the development of a third transitional home. They were successful and just recently purchased a home on 8 Wickett Street. The home was built in 1884 by James Wickett. 

Tenants will come from 3 Oaks, Our House and Our House Too. The new name of the house will be “Casa Tres”. There are 4 bedrooms with one bathroom plus a room that a single parent with one or two children could use with an ensuite. 
Two case managers plus a counselor will be assigned to this house. This comes from funding from the United Way. Individual counselling will be mandatory. There is a life skills worker currently funded by the Katherine Donnelly Foundation. Guest speakers will be accessed. 
The occupancy rate is expected to be at about 95%, and it is expected that about 62% will find adequate housing. 

Diane presented a case profile of a man who is currently living at Our House. 

The new home is expected to open at the beginning of December and they hope to serve about 25 individuals. Diane noted that Hastings County is the “entity” which has been flowing through the funds. The project was funded by Service Canada. 

Poverty Reduction Strategy Update: Ruth Ingersoll, Community Planner, Community Development Council of Quinte

Community Development Council is a member of the Social Planning Network of Ontario. Peter Clutterback presented on September 16th to a small working group and discussed the “25 in 5” plan. Meaning a reduction in poverty by 25% in 5 years. Ruth noted that the Premier announced yesterday that their poverty reduction strategy is not going to be in place. 
The 25 in 5 plan focuses on three aspects: Sustaining employment, Liveable Incomes, Strong and Supportive Communities. Note: See AHAN website for more details of this plan. The document will also be attached with these minutes. 

The working group discussed what plans/event could be held for the week of October 24th. A short term planning committee will be established. Call Ruth at the CDC if anyone else is interested in sitting on the working group. 

Motion to endorse the “25-in-5” campaign passed by AHAN. 
It was suggested that the Advocacy Task force move forward with this. 
Ruth will pass along information as it becomes available. 

Roundtables/Wrap Up
On November 3rd the Health Unit will have a guest speaker. This relates to the nutritious food basket. Target audience is anyone who works with people who have food security issues. 

Michelle Ogden provided update on the Affordable Housing Portfolio. 

November 6th – there is a tea to honour Patty Parks. More information and location to be announced. 

October 30th – The Quinte Coordinating Committee is hosting a free evening event. Rahno will pass along more information to the AHAN listing.

Adjournment: Pam thanked everyone who attended and the meeting adjourned at 3:30. 

