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Affordable Housing Action Network









December 31, 2009

Honourable Jim Watson, Minister

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
777 Bay Street

Toronto ON  M5G 2E5

Dear Sir:

RE:  AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY FOR ONTARIO

The Affordable Housing Action Network (AHAN) is a community based group of more than 100 people in Hastings County.   Members represent more than 40 local service agencies and also consist of concerned citizens from the area.  Since 2002 there has been a working group in Hastings County addressing the issue of affordable housing and homelessness.  The AHAN was formed from the initial working group.

AHAN participated in your provincial consultation to address the five questions with respect to Affordable Housing.  We attended your consultation in Lindsay in September.  We also participated in a similar consultation held by our local MPP, Leona Dombrowsky.  In addition AHAN took the five questions to our general meeting in September, and asked members to brainstorm their answers.


On November 19, 2009 the five questions and the responses from the AHAN group were addressed at a community forum to recognize National Housing Day.  Our community devised creative and insightful ideas and suggestions around the five questions.  The community that came together that day worked from the premise that access to adequate, affordable, decent housing is a basic right.

In response to the five questions posed, you will find attached a power point document that summarizes the responses brainstormed by the AHAN group in September and responses from the community meeting of November 19, 2009.  Below you will find the concepts that were most expressed in response to the questions:

Question 1

Federal role:

· Recognize housing as a basic human right

· Develop a national housing strategy which includes flow through of funding; programs identify best practice models; create a housing portfolio
Provincial role:

· Financial commitment to housing as a right

· Create a centralized system of disbursement of housing dollars

Municipal role:

· Administer the programs through a community based advisory committee
Community role:

· Inform the municipal process

Question 2

· Current programs are too complex and too disjointed.  Even those working in the field cannot remember all the programs and their parameters.  Centralize and simplify.  Have a key community contact, located in the community (e.g. at a Government Information Centre or housing resource centre) to provide information, support and direction to those wishing to access programs
· A common goal of “housing first” must be promoted and adopted at all levels of government
· Municipal land should be considered a resource not a commodity; for example, tax sale property could be committed to affordable housing projects
Question 3
Our November 19, 2009 Community Forum did not address this question.  It was felt to be a technical question that was best answered by those faced with the task of dealing with the legislation on a regular basis.

There was common ground from the AHAN meeting of September and both of the consultations attended that the Social Housing Reform Act was in need of simplification and reform.  The legislation is hard to understand.  It also has gaps – for example, it does not deal with the ‘hard to house’ which are a high needs population, and may be expected to be found in the group needing RGI housing.

Question 4

· Don’t get too creative – take best practice models from across the country (via CMHC and a new centralized information system) and adapt them through input from the community advisory committee
· Modify existing social support systems to allow for more creative housing options – for example allowing social program recipients to utilize income from renting a room instead of claw back
· Encourage development of new housing from existing housing, for example, modification of by laws to allow second suites
· Consistent enforcement of property standards to ensure safety 
Question 5

· Elimination of wait list for RGI housing
· Decrease in real number of households paying more than 30% of income for shelter
· Annual reduction in number of people in Core Housing Need (apply the 25 in 5 strategy)
The Affordable Housing Action Network would be happy to answer any questions that arise from this submission.  

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the process of consultation,








Yours truly,








Gina L. Cockburn








Chair, AHAN
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cockburg@lao.on.ca






